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God's Promises For You 
For You Mourning Your Loved One 

 

Dear Neighbor, 

   Grace and peace in Christ.  Moved by Christian concern and loyalty, I ask that you will     

receive this letter kindly.  I have been told that since the death of your loved one, who         

departed this life in God, you have been trying hard to help her soul with all kinds of projects 

and good works in the church, particularly daily prayers for her salvation, since you are in 

doubt if enough had been done during her life.  I write this in the effort to console you in your 

sorrow and pray you will take this letter in the spirit in which it is written:  for your encouragement. 

   First, let me share with you the Word of God, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will depart.  

The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the name of the Lord be praised.” (Job 1:21)  You can sing to 

your faithful God who gave you such a dear and faithful friend in this life and has now taken her away.  She was the 

Lord’s before he gave her; she was his after he gave her; and she is still his (as we all are) now that he has taken her 

away.  Although it hurts when the Lord takes his own from us, his good will should be a greater comfort to us than 

all his gifts, for God himself is much better than all his gifts to us.  In this case, his will should be held as a greater 

value than our loved ones.  Although we cannot perceive God’s will as well as we can our loved ones, nevertheless 

we can apprehend his will by faith alone.  It is so strange to us, the Lord gives and the Lord takes away; that we 

could cheerfully give our sorrow to the Lord and trust our loved ones to him, and in exchange to receive him as our 

Loved One in their place.  How blessed we would truly be if we could engage in such an exchange with God!  The 

Lord has made it so through his Son, who died for you.  He died for your loved one.  He is risen, and now the will of 

God and God himself are yours in this happy exchange.  Your loved one now rests from her burdens on account of 

Jesus Christ alone, acquired by her faith in this life.  As St. Paul says, “If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we 

die, we die for the Lord.  So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.” (Romans 14:8)  She is saved,           

according to the will of God.  Thanks be to God! 

   Second, I ask you to cease your efforts and projects within the church to earn God’s favor, and to end the daily 

prayers for her soul.  A Christian should do nothing unless God commands it.  Good works are good in God’s eyes 

when they are done by faith.  Good works do not earn us favor with God.  Good works within and outside of the 

church are for the sake of your neighbors who are still living, in order to spread the Gospel which truly does save, 

and not to earn ourselves favor with God so that our will may be done, or that we may be forgiven by God.  This is 

all accomplished by Jesus Christ alone on our behalf.  Repent and believe the Gospel.  I forgive you of all of your 

sins on account of Christ!  There it is!  It is your salvation and the salvation for all of us sinners.   

   Concerning daily prayer for your loved one’s soul:  It is enough to pray once or twice for her according to our 

Lord who says,  “Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will 

do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.  And I will do whatever you ask in my name, 

so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.” (John 

14:12-14)  If we keep on praying for the same thing after it has been accomplished, it is a sign that we do not         

believe, and we only annoy him with our doubting prayers.  It is true that we should pray at all times, but we should 

do so in faith, certain that we are heard.  In this case, it is God’s will that all who believe in him would be saved, 

according to his Word.  Therefore, your prayers for your loved one are already answered.  She is saved!  May Christ 

enlighten and strengthen you through the Word in true faith and in love for your neighbor.        
 

Peace in Christ, 

Your Friend 

From the Pastor 
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CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
 

   All are invited: CHRISTMAS CAROLING Sunday, 

December 3, from 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. (in case of rain or 

snow Dec. 17
 
will be our back up); refreshments          

afterward in the Fellowship Hall.  This year we will         

continue our tradition of hayrides to transport our youth and               

congregation members through the community bringing 

Christmas Cheer.  Please come join us as we travel to several 

nursing homes and community areas singing Christmas 

songs to celebrate Jesus coming into the world to save us all. 

If you are looking for that something special that opens your heart and brings joy to your soul this might just 

be what starts your Christmas out right. 

   (Please wear warm clothing including a good coat, you may also bring a blankets or beach towels to wrap 

around you to keep warm.) 

   The Finance Committee will meet Sunday,  

December 3, at 3:00 p.m. in Counting Room. 

   The Executive Committee will meet Tuesday,         

December 5, at 6:30 p.m. in the Counting 

Room. 

CHRISTMAS DECORATING 
 

   Your help is needed in unpacking 

and setting up the Chrismon Tree, 

along with decorating the tree and 

the church for the Christmas       

season on Saturday, December 9, at 

9:00 a.m.  It's a lot of fun when 

many of us come together with the 

Christmas spirit to decorate the 

church for this special time of the 

year.  Please bring your family and 

join us in beautifying the church for the holidays.  

Also, please, sign up on the Friendship Pads if 

you will be volunteering to decorate with the Altar 

Guild.  Thank you! 

   Help is also needed on Friday, December 15, at 

9:00 a.m. to place the poinsettias in the church to 

truly reflect the wonderful beauty of this season. 

   We will also need a lot of help on Saturday,  

January 6, at 9:00 a.m. to take down, pack, and 

store the Christmas decorations for next year.  So, 

please plan to come and help us with these         

enjoyable tasks on the dates and at the times set.  

You will also find it helpful to you as you celebrate 

this special time of the year. 

   CHURCH COUNCIL and NEWLY ELECTED 

COUNCIL MEMBERS WILL MEET SUNDAY,      

DECEMBER 10, AT 8:00 A.M. IN THE CONFERENCE 

ROOM.   

   The Council will be electing officers for the 

coming year, appointing committees, and covering 

any other business presented at that time.  
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   ATTENTION ALL YOUTH: On Saturday,           

December 9, at 9:30 a.m., the youth ministry will 

setup the Luminaries in front of the church. 

   Following the setup the youth will have their 

final dress rehearsal for the Christmas Play on 

Sunday, December 10. 
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   HOLY COMMUNION will be celebrated in       

December on: 3, 13, 17, and 24 Christmas Eve        

Candlelight Service. 

   NEWSLETTER ARTICLES DEADLINE HAS BEEN 

MOVED TO MONDAY, DECEMBER 11, DUE TO THE 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY. 

Reception of New Members 
Sunday, December 10, at 10:30 a.m.  

in the Sanctuary 
 

   We welcome into our Church Family the          

following: Lee Aldridge by Affirmation of Faith; 

Amanda Bernhardt by Affirmation of Faith; 

George and Gail Reese by Affirmation of Faith; 

Brandon Smith by letter transfer from Faith       

Lutheran Church, Faith; Boyd Smith by letter 

transfer from Concordia Lutheran Church, China 

Grove. 

LUTHERAN MEN NEWS... 

 

   ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN MEN will enjoy their        

annual Family Night Out at the China Grove 

Family Restaurant on Thursday, December 14, 

at 6:30 p.m.  This is always an enjoyable evening 

to wrap up the year; we  invite all men and their 

families to attend (Dutch treat). 

   This month, the Lutheran Men will be          

providing the Bingo at the NC Veteran’s             

Retirement Home on Tuesday, December 19, at 

6:30 p.m. 

“Arrest These Merry Gentlemen” 
Sunday, December 10, at 10:30 a.m. 

 

   Our Youth are excited to present Arrest These 

Merry Gentlemen on Sunday, December 10, during 

the worship service. 

   Sergeant Joe Sabbath is charged with keeping the 

peace in the sleepy little town of Bethlehem, and he 

likes things QUIET!  When word reaches him that 

a band of rowdy shepherds is inbound from the 

fields outside of town, boisterously celebrating 

with wild tales of angels and such, he is determined 

to get to the bottom of this case!  Of course, what 

he discovers is no simple "disturbing the peace" 

beef. It seems he's stumbled upon the caper that 

changed the world!    

   The congregation is invited to attend our               

annual Pictures With Santa event being held at 

SOUTH SALISBURY FIRE DEPARTMENT 

(3207 Old Concord Road) on Monday, December 

4th, and Tuesday, December 5th, from 6 PM    

until 8 PM each evening. 4 x 6 prints will be 

available for $5 each. All proceeds go to the fire     

department as a fundraiser.  We hope you and 

your family will be able to attend this community 

event.  

   We will begin using the liturgy from ReClaim 

Hymnal Setting II on Sunday, December 3. 



CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24,  

AT 8:00 P.M.  
 

   We will be joining in           

celebration of our Lord’s 

birth on Sunday,              

December 24, Christmas 

Eve, at 8:00 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary.  This service will 

have special music, scriptures, message, candlelight 

service, and Holy Communion.  

LESSONS & CAROLS - CHRISTMAS EVE 

DECEMBER 24, AT 10:30 A.M. 

(NO SUNDAY SCHOOL) 
 

   Lessons & Carols Worship Service will be held 

Sunday, December 24, at 10:30 a.m. in the         

Sanctuary.  There will be NO Sunday School 

prior.  This service will have special music and 

scriptures.  Everyone is invited to come celebrate the 

birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Friendship Club 
 

   The St. Paul's Friendship Club will meet in the 

Fellowship Hall at 10:30 a.m. on Thursday,       

December 21, for our meeting and annual  

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON.  The meal will be 

catered by Debbie Suggs.  The price of the meal 

is $10 per person. Please make reservations early 

and pay at the time of reservation. Hope to see 

you for fun, fellowship and good food. 

Helen Gordon 

   The CHURCH OFFICE will be closed Monday, 

December 25, - Tuesday, December, 26, in          

observance of the Christmas Holiday. 

   The Church Office will also be closed on         

Monday, January 1. 

   On Wednesdays, December 20 and 27, we will 

not have a Wednesday Evening Service in         

observance of the Christmas Holiday. 

YOUR 2018 OFFERING ENVELOPES 
 

   Your 2018 offering envelopes 

will be placed in the Narthex on 

Sunday, December 17, for you 

to pick up during the Christmas     

season.  Please do not use them 

before Sunday, January 7, 2018.  

   EACH ENVELOPE WILL BE                      

RENUMBERED so you will have a NEW number 

for 2018.  Please make sure to sign your name on 

the envelope so that the  appropriate person may be 

credited.  Please throw away and not use any         

remaining 2017 envelopes. 

   Your help in picking up your envelopes saves the 

church a great deal of money in postage.  If you see 

the envelopes of relatives or friends that you will be 

seeing over the holidays, then we would appreciate 

your delivering them.  Thank you! 

YOUR 2017 CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

   All 2017 offerings need to be 

given in the offering plate by        

Sunday, December 31, to be       

included in your 2017 giving.  

   The computers will be reset for the coming year 

on Wednesday, January 3.  Thank you for your help 

and support in making the year-end transitions. 

5 



6 

CURRENT INFORMATION FOR THE  

2018 YEARBOOK 
 

   Please contact the church office if you or any of 

your family members need to change your           

address, telephone number, or email address for 

the 2018 yearbook.   

   Email addresses provided in the yearbook are to 

be used only for church related purposes unless    

specific permission has been granted otherwise, 

to  prevent people from unwillingly ending up on         

distribution lists for jokes and other unsolicited 

email.  

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN WOMEN’S 

NEWS… 
 

   Thanks to everyone for all their help during the 

last couple months while we collected for Binns-

Counts Community Center and Peyton Holland’s 

project.  We had phenomenal results.   

   During November and December we will be          

collecting for Trinity Oaks Health & Rehab 

(formerly known as the Lutheran Home).  We send 

them bingo prizes and stocking stuffers.  Items such 

as tissues, pens, puzzles books, gum, and quarters 

they really like.  They can use the quarters in the 

vending machines snacks and drinks.  There will be 

bins provided in the Narthex for your donations.  

Thanks for all your help!!  St Paul’s is continually 

blessed to have such a caring family as you. 

Terri Powlas, President 

   ELLEN BUMGARNER CIRCLE WILL MEET               

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6, AT 11:00 A.M. AT 

SWEET TREATS BY NEVAEH IN CHINA GROVE FOR 

THEIR CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON. 

   The Grace Ridenhour Circle will meet Tuesday, 

December 5, at 6:00 p.m. at the China Grove     

Family Restaurant for their Christmas party. 

HELP NEEDED! 
 

   Several years ago, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

adopted Koontz Elementary School to support.  

This year a Christmas Dinner for the “Food for 

Thought” families of Koontz Elementary School 

will be provided, however we need YOUR help to 

make this happen by either COOKING or SERV-

ING.  

   St. Paul’s has been asked to cook and slice 10 

turkeys supplied for us.  Please contact me to 

pick up your frozen turkey on either Saturday 

(Dec. 16) or  Sunday (Dec. 17) and return to our 

church by 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, December 

21.  The turkeys will be delivered to First             

Presbyterian in Salisbury with the meal being 

held from 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  

   Presently I only have 4 to volunteer to cook and 

2 to volunteer to help serve.   

   What a wonderful way to bring joy this         

Christmas season! 

Susan Bernhardt,  704-637-0155 or  

srbernhardt@carolina.rr.com 

ROWAN HELPING MINISTRIES 
 

   Thank you all for your continued support and 

ministry to Rowan Helping Ministries!  For the 

month of October and November we have         

collected 170 pounds of canned food. 

  RHM items for December are: canned meats, 

soups, canned veggies, and peanut butter. 

   Thank you all for your continued support and 

ministry!  The shelves are bare and needs are 

plenty especially during the winter season. 



ANNUAL REPORT TIME 
 

   Annual Report time is right around the corner.  

All organizations, committees, groups, and        

individuals who are to turn in reports for the 

Annual Report, please do so by Monday,      

January 8, 2018.  This is a very important  

document in reflecting the life of St. Paul’s for 

the past year and for planning activities for the 

coming year.  We want to get it out to the         

members of the congregation as soon as        

possible.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

2018 FLOWER CALENDAR 
 

   The 2018 Flower Calendar will be placed in the Narthex beginning in December for those interested in 

signing up.  Please sign up as to whether you are purchasing one or both altar vases.   

   In 2018, the church office will order from two flower stores: Faith, Flowers, & More or Flower Town in 

Salisbury.   
 

   Faith, Flowers & More: 
 $70 total for both vases (This includes them  picking up the liners and delivering flowers.) 

 $35 rail flower 

 Specialty flowers (ex. Roses) will have an additional charge. 
 

   Flower Town: 
 $80.25 total for both vases (12 carnations, 2 stems of daisies, 2 roses, greenery, $5 delivery charge, and 

tax) 

 $35 rail flower 

 Variation and/or Specialty flowers will have an  additional charge 

 Members are responsible for taking the liners to Flower Town by no later than Thursdays.   
 

   Please make checks payable to ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH, and mark your envelope 

“flowers.” 

   Please make arrangements with the church office the week of regarding your flower order, message, and 

when you will be picking up your flowers. 

   The following persons were elected as officers 

of the Altar Guild for 2018: Bonnie Hinson, 

President; Terri Powlas, Vice President;        

Genevieve Baker, Secretary; and Kay Moody, 

Treasurer. 
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   The Altar Guild will be continuing the          

observance of the LENTEN SEASON by providing 

the GREENERY for the Altar Arrangements in 

2018 from Sunday, February 18—Palm Sunday, 

March 25.  If you are interested in  placing a 

flower during this time in honor or in memory of 

someone, you may purchase a Rail Flower for 

$35 from Faith Flowers & More or Flower 

Town.  Contact the church office for more         

information. 



Parish Nurse Policy News... 
 

In an effort to serve you to the best of my ability, I would like to introduce you to our new policy concerning 

how to get in touch with your Parish Nurse. 

 

I do not want to miss your calls when you need my assistance nor do I want you to ever get a message that 

says mailbox full.  

 

Since it is my personal cell phone, I have messages from my clients (congregational members), my family, 

friends, and unfortunately spam calls.  There has been an increase spam calls to all of our cell phones.          

Unfortunately, spam calls fill up my cell phone’s memory quickly.   

 

During client visits, I do my best to keep my phone turned down to respect our visits without interruptions. 

 

In an effort to fix this issue, I ask that during the week that you: 

1. Call 911 for all life-threatening emergencies. 

2. During normal business hours Monday-Friday from 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. call the church office.  Genevieve 

Baker or Pamela Cottingham will send me an email or text message.  These calls will be answered within 24–

48 hours. 

3. You may call me at home at 704-633-3439 until 9 pm unless medical advice is needed before the next day.  

These calls will be returned within 24-48 hours. 

4. There are many of you who do text me.  You may continue to do that.  I will return your text within 24 

hours. 

 

I am here for you.  I have designated office hours: Tuesdays from 9 am - 12 noon and Thursdays from 9 am- 

11 am.  These are not the only hours that I work.  I am in the field during the week visiting clients, attending 

meetings, delivering food, going with clients to doctor’s appointments, charting, etc. 

 

Please note that when I’m on vacation that I will not be returning emails, calls, or texts.  

 

I hope this new policy will help me to serve you better.  

 

In His Name, 

Jill Earnhardt, RN, FCN 

Parish Nurse Ministry 
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PARISH NURSE NEWS... 

SEASONAL AFFECTIVE DISORDER (SAD) 
 

Winter is a tough season for to many people.  SAD or seasonal affective disorder is a condition of               

depression that is related to a lack of light during dark months.  Bad weather, cold temperature and the 

dark days of winter months can affect individuals profoundly.  We all need sun to optimize vitamin D       

production and a lack of vitamin D has been proven to negatively affect individuals, as it relates to         

depression and a healthy immune system. 

 

Symptoms: 

1. Lack of Energy 

2. Weakened Immune System 

3. Reduced Libido ( Sex Drive) 

4. Lack of Concentration 

5. Overeating and Weight Gain 

6. Alcohol or Drug Abuse 

7. Feeling Guilty or Worried 

8. Sleeping 

9. Irritability 

10. Social and Relationship Problems 

 

How Do We Fix This? 

1. See your Physician 

2. Get out in the sun for light exposure 

3. Read your Bible and pray everyday 

4. Call your Parish Nurse and schedule an appointment 

 

Please know that you are not in this fight.  Many suffer but there is help. 

 

In His Name. 

Jill Earnhardt, RN, FCN 

Parish Nurse Ministry 
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WOMEN OF FAITH HOLIDAY PARTY 
 

   Please accept our invitation to our Annual    

Christmas Party Celebration. We will meet on 

Thursday December 14, at 11:00 am at The 

Cracker Barrel. Please bring a $5 gift for a gift        

exchange. We will have a Christmas Reflection, 

share our meal together and exchange our gift. 

   If you have been a part of Women of Faith this 

year, please join us for our time of  celebration.  

   Please RSVP me by Tuesday, December 5, so 

that we may reserve a table. If you need a ride or 

would like to carpool please let me know. You may 

contact me at 704-633-0922 or 704-633-3439. 

Jill Earnhardt, RN, FCN, Parish Nurse 

   Jill Earnhardt, RN, FCN, Parish Nurse is on 

vacation from Monday, December 25, 2017-

Monday, January 1, 2018.  If you have a medical 

emergency call 911.  If you have medical questions 

or concerns, please contact your doctor.  She will 

not be returning emails, calls or texts while on 

vacation. 

PARISH NURSE NEWS... 

   HOPE CLASS, sponsored by the Parish Nurse 

Ministry, will meet Tuesday, December 12, at 1:00 

p.m. in the Counting Room. 

You are cordially invited to: 

THE PARISH NURSE  

CHRISTMAS GALA 
 

Sunday, December 17, in the Fellowship Hall  

immediately following Worship. 
 

   The St. Paul's Health Cabinet and Jill Earnhardt, 

RN, FCN, Parish Nurse are sponsoring immediately        

following Sunday, December 17, Worship service a 

complete meal of delicious homemade soups and 

goodies.   

   Please sign up on the Friendship Pads or contact 

the church office if you will be attending by   

Wednesday, December 13, so that the Health         

Cabinet will know how much to prepare. 

   Some time ago, Carolinas Health Care System 

changed the name of the Parish Nurse Ministry   

program from Parish Nursing to Faith Community 

Nursing.  We tried that name on here at St Paul's, 

but we decided that FCN did not fit our church as 

well as Parish Nurse Ministry. 

   You will now note that change in all of our           

publications. 

Thank you, Jill Earnhardt, RN, FCN, Parish Nurse 

Parish Nurse Ministry 

   On behalf of the St. Paul’s Health Cabinet and I, 

we would like to extend our thanks to Helen 

Gordon.  She has been a blessing to work with and 

we are so thankful for her many years of service 

on the Health Cabinet.  

Jill Earnhardt, RN, FCN, Parish Nurse 

St. Paul’s Health Cabinet 



INCLEMENT WEATHER PROCEDURE 
 

   If there is inclement weather during the week and 

Rowan County Schools are closed, the office and 

church activities will be canceled (with few          

exceptions).  

    If there is inclement weather during the weekend, 

the Executive Committee, Property Committee, and 

Pastor will determine whether to offer Worship.  If 

yes, then St. Paul’s will offer only the Worship      

service at 10:30 a.m.  All other Sunday activities 

(choir rehearsals, Sunday School, meetings, etc.) 

would be canceled.  Also please note that the church 

parking lot and walk ways may not be totally 

cleared.  Our Property Committee will work hard to 

make it safe. 

   For those who would be attending Worship, we 

recommend caution when driving.  Please only drive 

if you can safely get to the church. 

   We will contact those on our email list, update our 

website, and update our listing on WBTV Charlotte, 

WSOCTV/TV 64, WCCB Charlotte, and WCNC 

Charlotte for church cancelations and delays. 

   Thank you for your understanding and             

cooperation.  Please stay safe and warm. 

COLD WEATHER REMINDER 
 

   Too hot? Too cold? In the Fellowship Hall and 

classrooms it seems like the temperature often goes 

from one extreme to the other. The Property        

Committee asks for your help in keeping everyone 

comfortable while holding down utility costs. 

   There is a low temp thermostat behind stage in the 

Fellowship Hall to sense if the temperature there 

drops below 55 degrees. When that happens the   

boilers come on and heat the entire Educational 

Building even though it’s unoccupied. If classroom 

doors are closed the heat never gets to the thermostat, 

so the heat stays on constantly, wasting energy and 

money. Please keep the following in mind when 

using the classrooms and Educational Building: 
 The doors at each side of the stage should      

remain open when the Fellowship Hall is not in 

use. This keeps the temperature from dropping 

to 55 degrees at the low temperature thermostat. 
 All classroom doors in the Educational         

Building should be left open when leaving them 

after use. This helps the temperature more        

uniform throughout the building when the heat is 

off. 
 Register temperature adjustments dials should be 

at the “6:00” position when leaving. This allows 

the fans to run when the boilers come on Sunday 

morning, so the rooms will be comfortable and 

ready for use when you arrive. 
 

   Following these simple steps will help conserve 

energy when heat isn’t needed, and make the         

building more comfortable when in use. Thank you 

for your help! 

Property Committee 

Jan McCanless’ Newest Release 
 

   December 1st is the publication date for Jan's         

latest book, the 13th  in her Beryl's Cove mystery 

series.  

   Just in time for Christmas, the story involves a 

domestic terrorist, landing on the shores of NC, 

quite by accident,. and wreaking havoc with the  

citizens of this quiet, coastal town.  The Christmas 

pageant is coming up, but, mischief and murder are 

afoot, not to mention one citizens personal war on 

all the coastal squirrels. 

   This is Jan's 15th book, and the funniest one yet, 

with all the quirky, lovable Beryl's Cove residents , 

not to mention Dawg and Elvis, in fine form. 

   Coming to book stores and libraries soon, or from 

Jan, anytime.  
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YOUTH NEWS... 

Girl Scout Troop 743 News... 
 

   Our Girl Scout Troop 743 older girls will set up 

for the Santa’s Workshop on Friday, December 1.  

On Saturday, December 2, the Girl Scout Troop 

will participate in Santa’s Workshop. 

   During the month of December the Girls Scouts 

will meet only on Tuesdays, December 5 and 12, at 

6:45 p.m. and will be training for selling Cookies in 

2018. 

   Upcoming 2018 Events/Activities: 

 February 2: Cookie Pickup 

 February 3: Thinking Day 

 February 17: Silver Workshop 

 March 10: Journey Workshop for Cadettes,         

Seniors, and Ambassadors 

 May 5: Daisy, Brownie Camporee 

   CONFIRMATION continues to meet weekly on 

Wednesdays at 7:15 p.m. in the Conference Room.  

In December they will be studying the Old and New 

Testament. 

   There will be no Confirmation Class on           

Wednesday, December 27, in observance of the 

Christmas Holiday. 

   We WELCOMED Paxton Kade Tippins into 

our Christian Family through the Sacrament of 

Holy Baptism on Sunday, November 12.  Paxton is 

the son of Natalie Powlas and Anthony Tippins.  

Grandparents are Jeff and Mita Powlas. 

ORDER FORM FOR LUMINARIES 
 

   It is time to beautify our church outside for Christmas with our beautiful Luminaries.  If you would like to 

sponsor one of our Luminaries please fill out the form below and return to the church office in the offering 

plate or by mail.  You may make a memorial or honor gift. 

   Please make all checks payable to: ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH.   

   All funds will go to the St. Paul’s Youth. 

 

 

In Honor of ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

In Memory of_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

By: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Amount Given: $_________ (any amount given is appreciated) 

 

DEADLINE: Sunday, December 10 
 

A Luminary booklet will be available during the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. 
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YOUTH NEWS... 

   The Middle School Youth prepared 30 pies in 

the St. Paul’s Kitchen on Nov. 19th.  We had 10       

volunteers to help make the delicious, apple,  

pumpkin, pecan, and cheesecakes. Thank you so 

much to all the little bakers and everyone that      

purchased a pie.  We hope you enjoyed the sweet 

goodness that we baked with love for you.  All I 

kept hearing around the kitchen from the youth was 

“Baking is Fun!”  Thank you for letting us be a part 

of your family for Thanksgiving! 

   At the end of November we had 10 youth from the 

Middle and High School group travel to Binns-

Counts in McLure, VA to deliver and set up the 

Christmas celebration for over 750 kids in the 

county.  Our church alone with your generous         

giving donated 386 toys, which is over half of the 

toys they needed to provide each child with one gift 

from Santa with 168 of these gifts qualify to be a 

main gift, and 120 gifts were given for the older 

children.  The rest were gifts of new shoes, new 

clothing, coats, and other items for stocking           

stuffers for the goodie bags.  Along with the new 

gifts we also had toy and clothing donations that 

equaled to 10 boxes full to share with this          

community.  To me the verse from 2 Corinthians 

9:12-15 shows the love and generosity St Paul’s 

emulates for Christ out into the world.    

   Thank you Lord for such a wonderful, faithful 

congregation for us to all be a part of.  Help us to 

continue to see your needs in and around us, let 

the Holy Spirit work through us to give praise and 

honor to You, in everything we do.  This is my 

Christmas prayer for our congregation, and all 

the families, friends, and loved ones attached to 

St. Paul’s Lutheran. Amen. 

Merry Christmas, may God bless you and your families during this season of giving and love!   

 

Katie Funderburk, Director of Youth Ministries 

   12 This service that you perform is not only       

supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is also 

overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 
13 Because of the service by which you have proved 

yourselves, others will praise God for the             

obedience that accompanies your confession of the 

gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing 

with them and with everyone else. 14 And in their 

prayers for you their hearts will go out to you,       

because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 
15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!   

(2 Corinthians 9:12-15) 



Fluorescent bulbs available – free! 
 

   We thank the Monday Property Brothers for   

installation of the LED lighting donated in               

memory of Mary Powlas by the Powlas family 

(see separate article). Hundreds of old 48-inch          

fluorescent bulbs are available free to anyone who 

wants them. If you would like any or all of them, 

please contact the church office or a member of 

the Property Committee. 
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CAMERA SECURITY SYSTEM INSTALLED 
 

   We at St. Paul’s have a responsibility to protect 

and care for the resources that God has entrusted 

to us for ministry as a congregation.  Recent 

events remind us that in today’s world even 

churches are susceptible to theft and crime.  We 

want to thank Perry and Lori Bernhardt for a gift 

given in memory of Howard and Ruth Bernhardt 

to provide a security camera system for our 

church facility.  

   Phase one has already been installed consisting 

of 8 interior cameras in areas of the Educational 

Building and Offices, as well as a recorder that 

records all activity 24 hours per day.  

   Phase two will include cameras to be monitored 

and recorded around the perimeter of the church.  

   Thank you again to the Bernhardt family for 

both phases of this wonderful gift given in loving 

memory of Howard and Ruth. 

PROPERTY BROTHERS 
 

   We thank the Monday Property Brothers for         

running the necessary cables for the camera       

security system given recently in memory of       

Howard and Ruth Bernhardt.  They are currently 

running cables that will allow installation of phase 

two of the project (see separate article.) Cameras 

are installed and serviced by Lake Norman       

Security who also monitors our fire detection      

system. 

MELISSA DAY’S BOOK 

No Greater Love 
 

   On Saturday, December 16, from 2:00 p.m.-4:00 

p.m. Melissa Day will be available to sign her new 

book in the Fellowship Hall. 

   No Greater Love is a book that makes the claim 

there is no greater love than the love that Christ 

has for us.  In a fallen world where sickness,         

separation and loneliness all take place, it is easy 

to feel lost and forgotten.  The Bible says that God 

will never leave nor forsake you.  Though the world 

may fail you, God will never fail you.  God loves 

you so much that he sent his one and only son to 

die for you so that you can have eternal life.  To 

God, you are worth it.  To him, you are worth a 

constant relationship. 

   Melissa’s book is available from Amazon, Barnes 

& Noble, iTunes, and kobo. 

LED lighting  

given in memory of Mary Powlas 
 

   All fluorescent lighting in the church, Educational 

Building and Fellowship Hall have been updated to 

LED bulbs thanks to a gift given in loving memory 

of Mary Powlas by Natalie Powlas & Anthony       

Tippins, and Jeff & Mita Powlas. The new lights 

provide a much brighter light while using much less 

electricity than the old fluorescents. This gift will 

allow St. Paul's to more effectively use our             

resources in ministry in the coming years. We thank 

the Powlas and Tippins families for this very 

thoughtful gift given in Mary's memory. 
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INCOME AND EXPENSES 

October 31, 2017 
Income: $42,841.99 Expenses $34,786.93 

For October: $8,055.06 income over expenses 

Year-to-date: $17,146.97  expenses over income 

   November income/expenses will be available in 

the January newsletter. 

RESULTS FROM ANNUAL  

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

November 12, 2017 
 

Tim and Patricia Free were elected as the 2018 

LCMC Delegates. 
 

The following were elected as the 2018           

Nominations Committee: George Barringer,  

Crystal Bost, Cindy Hinson, Teresa Linker, 

Beth Whisnant, and Hugh Wilhelm. 
 

The following are the new 2018-2020                  

Congregational Council members elected by        

ballot having the highest number of votes by the           

congregation: Gina Barringer, Jason Burnett, 

Dana Bost, Tim Deal, Stan McConnell, and   

Kenneth Whisnant. 
 

The 2018 Proposed St. Paul's Mission Budget          

prepared by the committees, Finance Committee, 

and the  Congregation Council was presented to 

the congregation and seconded.  The budget was 

voted and approved as presented. 
 

The floor was open to any further business; with 

no comments, the meeting was adjourned. 

BLOOD DRIVE RESULTS 
 

   While our August Blood Drive was the best 

ever, the November blood drive was the poorest 

ever.  Less than 30 units of blood were collected.  

We will continue to sponsor drives in 2018, but 

we need to average at least 35 donated units to 

make the drive worthwhile. 

   Please mark your calendar for the first drive in 

2018 on Monday, February 12, from 2:30-6:30 

p.m.  Thanks to all the volunteers who helped 

with the drive. 

Alice Davis 

   So far we have received 77 pledge cards 28 less 

than at this time last year.  Thank you for your 

commitment to the ministry of St. Paul’s.   

   On behalf of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, we 

would like to extend our appreciation and thanks 

to Wayne Hinson for his many years of service      

Co-Chairing the Ushers Ministry.  Thank you! 

   We are also thankful to Lindsay Lowman for              

volunteering to take Wayne’s place beginning in 

January. 

   Todd and Sharon Basinger have transferred           

membership to St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church,  

Salisbury. 
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Honorarium and Memorial Gifts 
December 

 

   A gift was received for the Improvement Fund in 

honor of the Grace Ridenhour Circle from: 

   Jeanne Shaver 
 

   A gift was received for the Choir Music Fund in 

honor of Johnsie Taylor’s years of dedicated service 

as Organist from: 

   Ben and Susan Bernhardt 
 

   A gift was received for the General Fund in       

memory of Paige Johnson from: 

   Vaughn and Nancy Wilhelm 
 

   A gift was received for the Helping Hands Fund in 

memory of Paige Johnson from: 

   Perry and Lori Bernhardt 
 

   A gift was received for the General Fund in       

memory of Nathan Raymer’s birthday from: 

   Frankie and Franda Raymer 
 

   A gift was received for the General Fund in        

memory of Delma Smith from: 

   Perry and Ruth Julian 
 

   A gift was received for the Helping Hands Fund in 

memory of Delma Smith from: 

   Perry and Lori Bernhardt 
 

   A gift was received for the Parish Nurse Fund in 

memory of Delma Smith from: 

   Vaughn and Nancy Wilhelm 
 

   A gift was received for the Parish Nurse Fund in 

memory of Vivian West from: 

   Alan and Terri Powlas 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 
  

Verse 1:  

   O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee 

lie! Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent 

stars go by. Yet in thy dark streets shineth the        

everlasting Light; The hopes and fears of all the 

years are met in thee tonight. 
  

Verse 2: 

   For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all 

above, While mortals sleep, the angels keep their 

watch of wondering love. O morning stars together, 

proclaim the holy birth, And praises sing to God 

the King, and peace to men on earth! 
  

Verse 3: 

   How silently, how silently, the wondrous Gift is 

given; So God imparts to human hearts the         

blessings of His Heaven. No ear may hear His 

coming, but in this world of sin, Where meek souls 

will receive Him still, the dear Christ enters in. 
  

Verse 4: 

   Where children pure and happy pray to the 

blessed Child, Where misery cries out to Thee, Son 

of the mother mild; Where charity stands watching 

and faith holds wide the door, The dark night 

wakes, the glory breaks, and Christmas comes once 

more. 
  

Verse 5: 

   O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we 

pray; Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us 

today. We hear the Christmas angels the great glad 

tidings tell; O come to us, abide with us, our Lord         

Emmanuel!  
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THANK YOU’S… 
 

To Our St. Paul’s Church Family, 

   Jane and I wish to thank everyone for the prayers, 

visits, phone calls, cards, and food.  Everyone has 

been a blessing to us.  We have had a challenge and 

are still praying to God to help us through this.  

Thanks to Pastor DJ for being there when we needed 

him and for his prayers, concerns, and visits. 

   Thanks also to Jill for the many calls, visits, and 

advice.  She has been a great help.  We are so blessed 

to have such love and support. 

Thank you and may God Bless You! 

Wayne and Jane Wilhelm 

 

Dear Pastor Lura, Jill Earnhardt, and Members of 

St. Paul’s, 

   I would like to thank each one of you for your 

thoughts and prayers during my surgery, before and 

afterwards.  I am feeling better and in time I will be 

myself as I continue to heal.  The prayers, cards, and 

phone calls means so much. 

   I feel so blessed to be a member of St. Paul’s since 

1966.  Pastor Lura and Jill Earnhardt, I cannot find 

the words to thank you both for coming to NorthEast, 

and praying with Terry and me before the surgery.  

St. Paul’s is blessed to have you both and all you do 

for St. Paul’s. 

   May God bless each one.  Again, thank you for your 

continued prayers! 

Love in Christ, Susan Beeker 

   On behalf of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, we 

would like to extend our appreciation and thanks to 

Herman Ritchie for his many years of service      

delivering food and items to Rowan Helping      

Ministries (RHM).  Thank you! 

   We are also thankful to Rick Murphy for              

volunteering to take Herman’s place. 

Trunk or Treat Thank You 
 

   Trunk or Treat on Saturday, October 28, was a 

huge success.  We had 313 under 18 and 320 adults 

with a total of 633 to participate!!  “Thank You” to 

everyone who was involved in the event!   

   It really took a team effort to make this event fun 

and successful, from all the candy donations and 

decorated trunks, to all the wonderful volunteers 

who served during the evening.  Everyone who 

helped with this event went above and beyond and 

we couldn’t have done it without you! 

   Thank you for creating a fun and free atmosphere 

for parents to bring their kids to and enjoy time   

together as a family.  We are so thankful for our 

church and the chance to be a blessing to our         

community.  
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LCMC 17th Annual Gathering Report 
 

The 17th Annual Gathering of LCMC was held October 8-11, 2017 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  The theme for 

the 500th anniversary of the Reformation was “We Confess Our Faith.”  Dana and Crystal Bost were the voting 

delegates elected to attend.  Pastor DJ and Director of Youth Ministries, Katie Funderburk, also attended.   
 

Fundamental teachings of the Reformation were of topics of discussion each day including, Justification, The 

Doctrine of the Two Kingdoms, and the Priesthood of All Believers.   Each day a different topic was brought 

before a panel to speak on applying these core beliefs to each of their unique ministry situations.  Ministers 

representing Mexico, Madagascar, Estonia, and Cambodia were among the speakers.  After each panel        

discussion, members held open conversations at the round tables where we sat throughout the meetings.  This 

is a change from other Gatherings, which allowed for better communication.   
 

We were exposed to several different styles of worship.  On Sunday night, the opening service was              

contemporary.  Each day the service moved closer to being a traditional service.  After seeing the differences, 

you could ask any of us about the differences and we could give you a good idea of what you would expect at 

any style of worship.  The closing service on Wednesday was especially inspiring and moving. 
 

Each morning Dr. Jo Kinnard spoke on Romans 10.  We confess about our Lord, about the world, and about 

one another.  She was an amazing speaker.  Having been raised Hindu in India, she had very interesting          

devotions.   
 

As always, Service Coordinator Mark Vander Tuig (who has spoken here at Saint Paul's on several occasions), 

led the meetings with his own special wit and style.   
 

We enjoyed a humorous portrayal by Rev. Johan and Sonja Henderlie of Martin Luther and his wife Katarina.  

They appeared in full costume and described times during the Reformation, including her escape from the 

Nimbschen Convent with the help of Martin.   
 

There were two resolutions brought forth for a vote.  Both concerned educational standards required for        

Ministers who appear on the rolls to be called by LCMC congregations.  After much discussion, both were ta-

bled.  Delegates had not been notified in advance of these resolutions. 
 

There were many vendors and representatives from all over the world.  Katie had an opportunity to speak with 

other Youth Directors for ideas and ways to better lead.  We learned that North Carolina currently has 15 

LCMC congregations.  Minnesota leads with 105, followed with 59 in Iowa and 52 in Texas.  There are still 

several states with none.  There were over 900 in attendance for the Gathering.  With one other, we believe that 

we were the only NC representatives.   
 

It was enlightening to learn about small congregations in remote areas of our country, and the very different 

struggles they face.  With so few people, and those who have chosen to live off the grid, ministering to them 

can sometimes only be offered when they are at the lowest points in their lives.     
 

We would like to thank St. Paul's for the opportunity to represent you at this spiritually uplifting event.   We 

encourage all members to think about attending a Gathering in the future, either as a delegate or just a member.  

To be surrounded with so many like-minded believers is truly an experience.      
 

In Christ, 

Dana & Crystal Bost, LCMC Delegates   
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205 St. Paul’s Church Road 

Salisbury, NC  28146 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC) 

Phone: 704-633-0922 

Fax: 704-636-1300 

Email: splchurch@att.net 

Website: www.splcweb.org 

Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/StPaulsLCMC 

OUR MISSION:  
A family of faith sharing the   

gospel and love of Christ. 

WEEKLY WORSHIP 

OPPORTUNITIES:  
  

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. 
  

Sunday Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
  

Wednesday Evening Service  

at 6:30 p.m. 

OFFICE HOURS:  
8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Monday-Friday 

ORDER FORM FOR POINSETTIAS 
 

   It is time to order poinsettias to beautify our church for Christmas.  The 

cost per plant is $9.00 (6 inch wrapped pot). 

   Please fill out the information below if you would like to purchase a        

poinsettia or designate a gift in lieu of a poinsettia.  Make all checks        

payables for Poinsettias to:  ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH.  Orders 

may be placed in the offering plate, turned in to the church office, or mailed 

in by December 10. 
 

 

In Honor of __________________________________________________ 
 

 

In Memory of_________________________________________________ 
 

 

By: _________________________________________________________ 
 

 

TOTAL NUMBER OF POINSETTIAS GIVEN: __________ 
 

 

AMOUNT GIVEN FOR POINSETTIAS: $ __________ 
 

   IN LIEU OF POINSETTIAS you may make a memorial or honor gift to 

the General Fund, Improvement Fund, Youth, or any other area of St. Paul's 

ministry.  Please make all checks payable to: ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN 

CHURCH.  Clearly mark the desired fund and turn in the order form as       

directed above. 
 

FOR:________________________________________________________ 
(Name of Fund to receive gift.) 

 

 

In Honor of __________________________________________________ 
 

 

In Memory of_________________________________________________ 
 

 

By: _________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Amount Given In Lieu of Poinsettias: $_________ 
 

DEADLINE: Sunday, December 10 
 

__Yes __No    I plan to pick up my poinsettias after the Christmas Eve  

Service or Sunday, December 31. 
[All poinsettias left after Sunday, December 31st, will be removed or given away.]  

Rev. DJ Lura, 

Senior Pastor 

splc.pastordj@gmail.com 
 

Tim Free, 

Congregational Council 
 

CHURCH STAFF: 
 

Genevieve Baker, 

Church Secretary 

splchurch@att.net 
 

Pamela Cottingham, Office Assistant 
 

Katie Funderburk,  

Director of Youth Ministries 

splc.kfun1@gmail.com 
 

Jill Earnhardt, Parish Nurse 

RN, FCN 

splc.Jillrn@gmail.com 
 

Nicole Amos, 

Girl Scouts Troop Coordinator 
 

Louise Eller, Treasurer 

leller6@gmail.com 
 

 

Steve Stringer,  

Music Director/Organist 

steve.p.stringer@gmail.com 
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